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Kazakhstan to build mud dams and flood
control facilities to protect Khorgos
03 February 2014, 11:40
http://en.ca-news.org/news:534624/
CA-NEWS (KZ) - Kazakhstan will build mud dams and flood control facilities in order to protect
Khorgos hub, Minister of Emergency Situations of Kazakhstan Vladimir Bozhko reported on January
31 during the briefing at the Central Communications Service.
He noted that this will be a major infrastructure project. The Minister reminded that the railway road
has been built on the Kazakh side of the hub, where the gas pipeline passes. The infrastructure of the
Kazakh part is being developed, he said. The Chinese part is well-developed, however this area is
located on the river of Khorgos. The river flow is very rapid and unstable, he noted.

http://www.climatecentral.org/news/dams-may-provide-resilience-to-climate-change-17017

Dams May Provide Resilience to Climate
Change


Published: February 1st, 2014

By Virginia Gewin, Ensia
It’s official: Last year was Australia’s hottest on record. As temperatures go up Down Under, so do
concerns about how to keep rivers cool in a warming world. Ironically, the soundest solution could
mean tapping into what has long been considered a pollutant.
Dams have long been vilified for blocking fish migrations. But the deep reservoirs of dammed water
do something free-flowing rivers can’t: stratify so that the cooler layers settle to the bottom.
Credit: Flickr/Heritagefutures
Until recently, scientists only studied how cold water releases from dams can send a thermal shock
to downstream aquatic species — impacting fish growth and reproduction. But, not long from now
due to the changing climate, what was a thermal shock could be a cool splash of relief, as dam
managers increase efforts to mimic the timing and quantity of natural stream flows. A growing trickle
of evidence, including a 2013 report [PDF] from Australia’s National Climate Change Adaptation
Research Facility, suggests that dams can provide engineered resilience to climate change — if we
can figure out how to dial in a suitable temperature. It’s a strategy dam managers around the world
are exploring.

Dams have, unquestionably, altered stream ecology — and have long been vilified for blocking fish
migrations. But the deep reservoirs of dammed water do something free-flowing rivers can’t: stratify
so that the cooler layers settle to the bottom, blanketed by the lower density, sun-kissed surface
waters. And most dams, especially those in Australia, are built to release water from the chilliest
lower levels.
Australia is feeling the heat sooner than most. Melbourne’s average annual number of days above
35° C (95° F) are expected to increase — from nine days currently to 26 by 2070 — meaning, among
other things, Australia’s native freshwater fishes face an uncertain future. “We don’t have a lot of
room to play with here in Australia because the continent is generally flat, so fish can’t easily swim
up in altitude to find cooler water,” says Jamie Pittock, an international expert on the sustainable
management of water at Australian National University in Canberra.
“Until recently, discussions on how to use cold water releases below dams as a climate change
adaptation strategy were reserved to the hallways of conferences and over drinks after work,” —
Julian Olden
It is no small irony that future fishes may have a better chance of surviving long, hot, dry summers in
dammed rather than free-flowing rivers. It’s the latest twist in the saga of society’s love-hate
relationship with dams. As always, fish survival is a flashpoint.
Build to Spill
The fish forecast is equally bleak in the western U.S. “Warm temperatures and very low summer
flows make the west slope of California’s Sierra Nevada mountain range in August a harsh place for a
lot of fish,” says Bruce McGurk, the former dam operator at the Hetch Hetchy reservoir near
Yosemite National Park, which supplies San Francisco’s drinking water. “Without a dam, 50 percent
or more of those miles of streams that have fish may not have them in 2100,” he says.
Greater temperature control makes for tough choices, however; most notably, how to dial in a
temperature suitable for native species, introduced recreational fish and myriad other aquatic
organisms.
Credit: istockphoto.com/slobo via Ensia
A recent study suggests that undammed streams will not only be warmer at the end of this century,
they will be warmer for longer. “We’ve shown that in a warmer future, unimpaired rivers and
streams will be far too warm for some organisms — and, in some cases, we’ll have to use regulated
rivers to manage them,” says study co-author Joshua Viers, a watershed scientist at University of
California, Merced.
As global climate warms, water temperature is getting more management attention. “Temperature
control is just starting to get traction as a climate change adaptation idea — largely because it has
momentum as a strategy for dealing with threatened or endangered salmonids below dams,” says
David Purkey, U.S. Water Resources Group Leader at the Stockholm Environment Institute in Davis,
Calif.
It’s a big shift in thinking. “Until recently, discussions on how to use cold water releases below dams
as a climate change adaptation strategy were reserved to the hallways of conferences and over

drinks after work,” says Julian Olden, a freshwater ecologist at the University of Washington in
Seattle. It’s not as straightforward, he says, as turning on a cold faucet to cool a hot streambed.
Greater temperature control makes for tough choices, however; most notably, how to dial in a
temperature suitable for native species, introduced recreational fish and myriad other aquatic
organisms.
Most dams can only discharge water from either the warmer surface or, more often, the colder
bottom levels of the reservoir. Expensive temperature control devices can be needed to selectively
discharge water from different reservoir depths. Roughly 40 dams in the western U.S. have them,
according to the Bureau of Reclamation. There are 75,000 dams in the Army Corps of Engineers U.S.wide database.
Shasta Dam, one of the largest facilities in northern California, was one of the first to be modified
with a temperature control device to protect salmon. The 300-foot tall structure on the back of the
dam enables managers to combine water from different levels in the water column to reach the ideal
temperature in the outflow to the Sacramento River below, while maintaining power production. The
modification cost a cool $80 million in 1997.
Cheaper temperature control options do exist. For example, a $3.4 million curtain will soon be
installed at Burrendong Dam on the Macquerie River in New South Wales, Australia. The movable
floating curtain can be positioned between 2 and 10 meters below the surface, selectively funneling
warmer or cooler waters to the outlet.
Greater temperature control makes for tough choices, however; most notably, how to dial in a
temperature suitable for native species, introduced recreational fish and myriad other aquatic
organisms.
“Although seemingly intuitive, in reality this management idea is fraught with challenges that just
haven’t been fully thought out yet,” says Olden. For example, most dams are impassible for fish and
other aquatic organisms. “Cold water releases [in the future] may act as an ecological trap by
attracting fish to cooler waters but not providing the habitat and spawning requirements that were
eliminated by dam operations,” he adds.
Taking temperature into consideration adds one more layer of complication to the already complex
world of water resource management.
Balancing human and fish needs is another formidable challenge. Lisa Thompson, a researcher at the
University of California at Davis, has modeled the trade-offs between power generation and fish in
California’s Sierra Nevada streams. She and colleagues found that, of the strategies tested, only
ceasing power production and diverting cold water downstream during the hottest summer stretches
could maintain the cold temperatures needed by spring-run Chinook salmon in Butte Creek, Calif.
The strategy is currently being used, largely because the stock of Chinook salmon is deemed
important and the powerhouse needs costly repairs to generate power. Surprised by this potential
ecological benefit of the dams, Thompson says, “it has become a ‘since they are there, we might as
well use them’ conversation.”
Buying Time

Modifying dam operations to include cold-water strategies is hardly a long-term solution, however.
“At least in the watershed we looked at, [such strategies] will simply buy time to solve the
overarching problem of climate change,” says Thompson. There will come a point, likely around
2070, that creeks will be so warm that dam releases won’t be enough to sufficiently cool the waters
for fish. “By end of century, air temperatures will be so hot, it will overwhelm any fish survival
benefits resulting from infrastructure improvements.”
So, some U.S. scientists are exploring ways to create more cold-water pools. But that, too, is a tricky
endeavor. For example, raising the dam height doesn’t guarantee more cold water. Purkey found
that if raising a dam simply increases the shallow water storage, the reservoir will actually get hot
quicker because the larger area of shallow water potentially absorbs more heat.
And, to be clear, building new dams is not a climate solution. “I think there is a misperception that
more dams equal more water, but, unfortunately, that’s just not the case,” says Sarah Null, who
models water resources at Utah State University in Logan.
Taking temperature into consideration adds one more layer of complication to the already complex
world of water resource management. “We’re at a tipping point in terms of water resources policy,”
says Viers. “Are we going to address water management in a proactive way with multiple
stakeholders, or are we going to jerk from one crisis to another?” he wonders.
McGurk, however, says water resource managers have a historic opportunity to bring ecosystem
issues onto the same footing as the dam’s societal benefits, including power, irrigation and drinking
water. “We can’t operate a dam to be completely benign to the environment, but we can do a better
job,” he says, adding, “and that makes for an interesting tightrope that reservoir managers must now
walk.”

http://www.journaldekin.com/article.php?aid=3117

Washington se désengage du projet Inga 3
Par lepotentielonline - 18/02/2014

Les pressions de l’opinion publique américaine, à travers les ONG, ont poussé le Congrès américain à
objecter tout soutien des Etats-Unis aux projets hydroélectriques d’envergure en Afrique et en Asie

Après un intense travail de lobbying, le Congrès américain s’est finalement aligné sur la position de
désengagement du projet Inga 3, défendue par nombre d’ONG américaines, malgré les assurances de
l’administrateur de l’USAID, Rajiv Shah, de passage à Kinshasa en décembre dernier. En réalité, il n’y
aura donc plus d’argent américain dans ce projet. Ce qui rend par conséquent incertain la

participation aussi bien de la Banque mondiale que de la Banque africaine de développement, deux
institutions financières internationales acquises totalement à la cause des Etats-Unis.

Que Washington tourne aujourd’hui le dos au projet Inga 3, c’est tout le rêve du gouvernement qui
vole en éclats. Pourtant, en décembre 2013, lorsque le Premier ministre accompagnait sur le site
d’Inga l’administrateur général de l’USAID, la certitude se lisait sur son visage. Matata Ponyo Mapon
était convaincu de la nette implication des Etats-Unis dans ce projet. Aujourd’hui, c’est tout le
contraire qui se produit. Contraint de se plier aux pressions de son opinion publique intérieure,
Washington est sur le point de se désengager de ce projet.
Coup dur pour Matata
La presse internationale qui relaie cette information est formelle. Le Congrès américain, rapporte-telle, s’est dit opposé à la construction de grands barrages. Ceci expliquant cela, l’on comprend
aujourd’hui pourquoi la Banque mondiale a reporté dernièrement la validation d’un prêt de 73
millions de dollars américains pour la construction de cette centrale hydroélectrique d’une capacité
de 4 800 MW. En effet, le Conseil d’administration de la Banque mondiale, qui représente ses 188
Etats-membres, avait, contre toute attente, reporté sine die sa réunion prévue le 11 février 2014 au
cours de laquelle il devait valider un prêt de 73 millions de dollars en faveur du projet baptisé Inga III
situé aux abords du fleuve Congo.
Depuis Washington, l’on avait tenté de dédramatiser la situation. «Nous avons reporté la
présentation, devant notre Conseil, du projet d’assistance technique lié à la conception de
l’exploitation du projet, mais il n’a pas été annulé», avait affirmé alors à l’AFP le porte-parole de la
Banque mondiale, David Theis, sans préciser davantage les motifs de cette décision. «Notre
engagement envers le projet Inga III reste inchangé», avait-il précisé, comme pour exclure tout
désengagement de la Banque mondiale dans ce projet. Avec le temps, la vérité commence à éclore.
Certainement, la Banque mondiale a subi le diktat de Washington, lui aussi poussé par son opinion
publique. C’est dire que le projet Inga est dans une mauvaise passe. La vérité c’est que, sous pression
d’ONG, le Congrès américain a donc déclaré son opposition aux grands barrages. La première
victime, c’est bien évidemment le projet Inga 3 en République démocratique du Congo. Pourtant, en
mi-décembre l’administrateur de l’USAID, Rajiv Shah, a effectué une visite-éclair sur le site d’Inga, en
compagnie du Premier ministre, Augustin Matata. Il avait, à l’occasion, donné toutes les garanties
possibles du soutien du gouvernement américain dans la mise en œuvre de ce projet, évalué à 12
milliards de dollars.
Au cours de sa dernière tournée africaine, le président américain Barack Obama, avait inscrit cette
visite dans la dynamique de son projet « Power Africa Initiative », qui devait poser les jalons pour
accroître l’accès des Africains à l’électricité. Mais c’était sans compter avec l’influence de certaines
ONG qui ont tendance à minimiser le rôle de la grande hydroélectricité dans la lutte contre le
changement climatique. L’une d’elles, International Rivers, basée à Berkeley (Californie), qui prétend
lutter dans l’intérêt des populations riveraines, combat tout projet de barrage d’une hauteur
supérieure à 15 mètres.

Finalement, le 14 janvier dernier, International Rivers a obtenu une «victoire» retentissante en
faisant insérer dans la loi de finances votée par le Congrès, que « le secrétaire du Trésor va donner
instruction au directeur exécutif de chaque institution financière internationale que la politique des
Etats-Unis est de s’opposer à tout prêt, don, stratégie ou politique qui appuie la construction d’un
grand barrage hydroélectrique ». Ce qui sous-entend un véto à l’intervention des Etats-Unis non
seulement pour le projet Inga 3 en RDC mais aussi pour d’autres projets similaires prévus en Inde ou
au Laos, en Asie.
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Trouver une solution alternative
Comment en est-on arrivé là ? C’est la question que tout le monde se pose. Et, à Kinshasa, le véto du
Congrès américain est tombé comme un couperet. International Rivers a remporté le premier round
dans cette grande bataille qui s’annonce d’ores et déjà très longue.
Dans ce lobbying, le gouvernement congolais se trouve pris à court par International Rivers qui est
parvenu à allier une dizaine d’ONG à sa cause. Fin janvier, douze ONG congolaises ont adressé une
lettre aux administrateurs de la Banque centrale mettant en doute la capacité de ce projet de
combler le fossé énergétique en RDC et redoutant son impact sur les populations locales, dont la
survie repose entièrement sur le fleuve Congo. Elles s’inspiraient alors de prétendus précédents
constitués par la très réelle tragédie du barrage de Chixoy, au Guatemala. Cependant, sur ce point
précis, les avis sont partagés. Car rien ne prouve, commentent certains analystes, que le drame du
Guatemala devait inévitablement se reproduire en RD Congo. Dans tous les cas, il est évident que le
veto du Congrès va compliquer la mise en œuvre du projet Inga, surtout dans son volet financement.
La position stratégique des Etats-Unis, à la fois actionnaire de la Banque mondiale et de la Banque
africaine de développement, deux institutions financières qui financent les études pour le
développement d’Inga, va davantage compliquer la donne.
Est-ce pour autant que le projet Inga 3 est condamné à l’abandon. Ce n’est pas évident. Car la RDC,
principal bénéficiaire de ce projet, a encore la latitude de multiplier des sources de financement.

Mais le plus important reste d’allier d’abord les Etats-Unis à sa cause. Tout porte à croire que sans les
Etats-Unis, le projet Inga risque de se révéler un projet mort-né.
Des études menées sur le terrain par la société d’ingénierie, SNC Lavallin, ont démontré que l’énergie
à produire avec la centrale d’Inga 3 serait la plus compétitive au monde, soit l’équivalent de 2 cents
de dollars par kilowatt/heure. L’Afrique a donc besoin de l’électricité propre d’Inga 3. L’Afrique du
Sud a d’ailleurs choisi son camp, en adhérant totalement à ce projet. Si le veto du Congrès excluait
les Etats-Unis de ce projet, sans doute, la RDC et l’Afrique du Sud se tourneront vers d’autres
partenaires qui pourraient se recruter parmi les rangs des pays émergents de l’Asie.
C’est dire qu’avec Inga 3, rien n’est encore joué. Convaincre les Etats-Unis à revenir à la raison ? Une
tâche à laquelle devrait s’atteler en toute cause le gouvernement de la RDC.

http://allafrica.com/stories/201402191604.html

Tunisia: Desalination of Water, Big Dams to
Provide Water to All Citizens - Marzouki
19 FEBRUARY 2014

Tunis — Caretaker President Moncef Marzouki stressed the need to find appropriate solutions to
ensure the availability of drinking water for all Tunisians, by building seawater desalination plants
and big dams to make the most of the country's water reserves.
Chairing a day on "water system in Tunisia by 2030" held on Wednesday in Dar Dhiafa Carthage by
the Tunisian Institute for Strategic Studies, Marzouki stressed the "awareness of the importance of
water resources and their direct impact on citizens' life in different regions of the country."
He said that the issue of scarcity of water resources in the country has become a geo-strategic point
by excellence, both in relations between the different components of society and between countries.
Director General of Dams and Water Works at the Ministry of Agriculture Saad Seddik said, on his
part, that water desalination can be made through the use of renewable energy, namely solar and
wind energy... which helps narrow the gap between water supply and demand in Tunisia.
He stressed that the launch of this technique in different regions of the country, particularly in dry
areas will help provide significant quantities of water at lower costs and contribute to environment
protection.
Director of the Tunisian Institute for Strategic Studies Tarak Kahlaoui presented a study entitled
"Water Strategy 2030: Approaches and Major Orientations," conducted by the Institute.

It mainly shows Tunisia's increasing needs in water, because of demographic growth and climate
changes.
He called, in this context, to work to achieve water security whether for drinking or irrigation water.
He spoke of the main solutions that can help Tunisia narrow the gap between supply and demand in
water resources in regions in the coming period and provide a minimum average share of water
consumption per capita per year of 1 thousand m² by 2030, against 432 m² now.
Kahlaoui pointed, in particular, to water desalination and the construction of big dams to better use
the surplus from rainfall, in addition to the setting up of a reliable computer system to ensure
thorough monitoring of maintenance and transport of water from one region to another.

Keeping salt lake from disappearing a
priority for Iran
By Ali Akbar Dareini, The Associated Press February 20, 2014 9:00 AM
The first cabinet decision made under Iran's new president, Hassan Rouhani, wasn't about how to
resolve his country's nuclear dispute with world powers. It was about how to keep the nation's
largest lake from disappearing.
Lake Oroumieh, one of the biggest saltwater lakes on earth, has shrunk more than 80 per cent to
1,000 square kilometres in the past decade, mainly because of climate change, expanded irrigation
for surrounding farms and the damming of rivers that feed the body of water, experts say.
Salt-covered rocks that were once deep underwater now sit in the middle of desert.
Experts fear the lake - famous in years past as a tourist spot and a favourite stopping point for
migrating flamingos, pelicans and gulls - could disappear within two years if nothing is done.
Rescuing the lake in northwestern Iran, near the Turkish border, was one of Rouhani's campaign
promises, and his new cabinet promptly decided to form a team to invite scholars to help find
solutions. The president is putting an emphasis on tackling longneglected environmental problems
critics say were made worse by his predecessor, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. An engineer with an
appetite for giant populist projects, Ahmadinejad pursued policies that led to the expansion of
irrigation projects and construction of dams.
"Rouhani stands by his campaign promise to revive the lake," Isa Kalantari, a popular scholar
appointed by Rouhani to lead the rescue team, said at an international conference in Oroumieh this
week.

The gathering brought experts from Iran and around the world to discuss the best options for
reversing the trend and saving Iran from a major environmental and economic disaster. "Don't blame
nature and drought. Human beings, not climate change, are responsible for this situation. We dried
up the lake because of our excessive demands and wrong methods. Now, we have to revive it
ourselves. Five million people have to leave this region if the lake dies," Kalantari said.
Kalantari and his team are to come up with a final rescue plan by May.
Twenty proposals are on the table for saving the lake, including cloud-seeding to increase rainfall in
the area and the building of pipelines to bring in more water. Experts also have proposed the
creation of other industries to reduce reliance on agricultural water.
The government has already begun a project to raise public awareness and encourage farmers to
abandon wasteful practices and adopt drip irrigation systems that save water. It also is urging
farmers to switch to less-thirsty crops. Wheat and pistachios, for example, use less water than sugar
beets.
In the village of Govarchinghaleh, near the lake, Nader Hazrati and his son, Ali, grow grapes and
almonds.
"A decade ago, this was a green area. Now it is not because of decrease in rainfall. With the level of
water in the lake going down, water in wells has gone down, too. If we dig deeper, the water gets
very salty and isn't fit even for agricultural use. Our grape and almond harvest has fallen
dramatically," Ali said.
Ali, 27, said salty winds have killed some of his almond trees.
The effect on crops has prompted many villagers to leave the place of their birth.
Govarchinghaleh had about 1,000 people a decade ago. Now, only 300 live in the village overlooking
the shrinking lake. Once there were three schools; now there is one, serving a dozen students. Not
far away, trucks hauling salt, a new business, could be seen driving over the dry lake bottom.

http://www.boston.com/lifestyle/green/greenblog/2014/02/army_corps_new_england_levees.html

Army Corps: New England levees in
"unacceptable" condition
Posted by Doug Struck February 19, 2014 07:49 PM

By Doug Struck
Globe Correspondent
Fifteen of the 68 federally inspected levees in New England are in â€œunacceptableâ€• condition,
according to the Army Corps of Engineers.

But should those who live or work behind the levees be afraid? The answer is muddled.
Michael Bachand, the levee safety manager for the Army Corpsâ€™ New England District, said the
rating does not mean the levees are on the verge of a dramatic collapse that would create
widespread flooding. Many of New Englandâ€™s levees were built after massive flooding from
hurricanes in 1938 and 1955, and are extremely sturdy, he noted.
But the â€œunacceptableâ€• rating means â€œwe believe there is some major problem with the
project that would lead it to not perform as intended,â€• Bachand said in an interview in the
Corpsâ€™ Concord, Ma., office.
That problem could be plants and trees that have put roots into an earthen levee or rodents that
have tunneled into it. Other problems include clogged drainage systems or broken pumps that would
prevent water on the wrong side of the levee from being removed, he said.
â€œIt could be as simple as maybe some of the interior drainage systems have not been operated or
maintained,â€• he said. â€œYou can get flooding a number of ways. Itâ€™s all designed to act as a
system. Without one acting properly, you still could get flooding.â€•
Bachandâ€™s boss at the Washington headquarters of the Corps is more cautious.
â€œGetting an â€˜Uâ€™ on an inspection doesnâ€™t mean you have to worry about a catastrophic
failure,â€• said Eric Halpin, special assistant for dam and levee safety for the Corps, in a phone
interview from Washington. â€œWhat that means is in just a visual inspection of the levee we found
a number of issues, some minor and sometimes major, that the levee is not well operated or
maintained.â€•
The Army Corps helped build 14,700 miles of levees in the nation, and regularly inspects
themâ€”although the maintenance is the responsibility of local officials. Private and locally built
levees are not inspected by the Corps. The federal inspection results were pretty quiet until levee
failures during Hurricane Katrina flooded New Orleans in 2005.
Under the heat of congressional criticism, the Corps stepped up the inspections and made public the
results of those inspections on the web in the National Levee Database. The database was
announced with much fanfare in October, 2011. It was a â€œstate of the art toolâ€• and â€œthe
authoritative database that describes the location and condition of the nationâ€™s levees, and the
potential consequence behind those levees,â€• according to the Corpsâ€™ press promotions.
Towns and municipalities responsible for maintaining the levees have been pressed to fix and repair
deficiencies, often costing millions of dollars. While the Corps cannot require such repairs, an
â€œunacceptableâ€• rating means the federal government will not help fix any damages to the
levee from a flood, and it may put at risk the flood insurance offered by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency for those in the potential flood zone.
But Halpin, in Washington, says the ratings on the list are not what they seem. Are you saying an
unacceptable rating does not reflect the risk, he was asked. â€œThatâ€™s exactly what Iâ€™m
saying,â€• he replied.

Local jurisdictions are supposed to evaluate the risk, and the Army Corps is beginning to compile a
more complete report on the risks of the levees, starting this year, he said.
Seven of the 37 federally inspected levees in Massachusetts are rated â€œunacceptable,â€• in
Gardner, Canton, Lowell, Westfield, Quincy, Adams, and North Adams.
At least two in Torrington, Conn., earned that rating, as did levees in Ansonia, Waterbury and
Watertown, Conn., Hartland Me., Lincoln NH, and Bennington, Vt.

http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2014-02/20/content_31529777.htm

Hydropower Developers' Working Group
convenes in Laos
Representatives from hydropower companies gathered in Lao capital Vientiane for the first
Hydropower Developers' Working Group meeting, according to a press release obtained by Xinhua
Wednesday.
The International Finance Corporation (IFC) and the Lao National Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (LNCCI) hosted the working group, which consisted of more than 60 individuals from the
hydropower and construction sectors. The working group aims to develop hydropower for Laos in a
commercially viable and environmentally sustainable manner.
"Hydropower development is one of our country's answers to poverty alleviation," said LNCCI
President, Sisavath Thiravong. " Now, our challenge is to make sure project sustainability is a priority
for all companies. The turnout for the working group demonstrates that we all have a common
interest to develop hydropower projects in Lao PDR more sustainably," he said.
According to an IFC press release the working group will help hydropower and construction
companies channel their concerns to the Lao government, tackle business challenges and develop
hydropower that meets environmental and social standards.
"The Hydropower Developers' Working Group is a good opportunity to share our common concerns
of sector-related issues," said Assistant Director of the Lao Project Department at China Southern
Power Grid International, Milo Tang. "By raising environmental and social standards, we hope to
lower risk and improve our financial performance," he said.
According to the IFC press release Lao PDR has huge hydropower potential. About 20 hydropower
projects have been developed so far accounting for just 15 percent of the country's hydroelectric

potential. Another 40 to 50 hydropower projects will be operational by 2025 generating income that
will contribute to national development.
Following the meeting participants attended a seminar on sustainable project financing and
investment including risk management for addressing social and environmental responsibility.
According to IFC, participants have shown a keen interest in further seminars covering issues such as
dam safety, environmental and social risk management as well as technical and financial policies.
"We are encouraged by the strong interest and support from stakeholders including project
developers, utilities and the government in establishing the Hydropower Developers' Working
Group,"said IFC Regional Manager for Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam, Simon
Andrews. "We expect the working group to help form a partnership between the government and
companies to tackle issues affecting the sector and develop hydropower efficiently and sustainably,"
he concluded.
The IFC is a member of the World Bank Group and is the largest global development institution
focused exclusively on the private sector. IFC works with private enterprises in more than 100
countries in order to help eliminate extreme poverty and promote shared prosperity.
In the 2013 financial year IFC investment climbed to an all- time high of nearly 25 billion U.S. dollars.
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Egypt in Full Force Campaign Against
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam, Water
Minister visited Italy and will tour more
European countries


Posted by Sodere on February 19, 2014 at 2:00pm

CAIRO — Cairo has begun a diplomatic campaign on two tracks, one explicit and one undeclared,
with European countries and donor parties. This came after the Egyptian government escalated its
campaign against the Ethiopian Renaissance Dam under its current specifications to protect Egypt’s
historic interests in Nile water, following failed technical negotiations with Ethiopia.
Egypt has launched a diplomatic offensive to convince European powers to pressure Ethiopia against
building the Renaissance Dam along current specifications.
Author Ayah Aman
Translator(s)Rani Geha

“The campaign initiated by Egypt is on two tracks, one that is explicit and involves meetings by
Egypt’s ministers of water and foreign relations with their counterparts in countries with influence in
the Nile Basin, and one that is undeclared and involves meetings by Egypt’s ambassadors in these
countries. The two tracks aim to persuade the international community to reject the dam’s
construction because it may lead to further conflict and instability in the region of the Nile Basin,” a
diplomatic source in contact with the Egyptian government told Al-Monitor.
The source, who preferred to remain anonymous because of the sensitivity of the issue with the
Egyptian government, said, “More negotiations with Ethiopia only waste time and directly
threaten Egypt’s water security. We realized that Ethiopia doesn’t want genuine solutions to end the
crisis, but is only trying to portray Egypt as approving of the dam’s construction to facilitate access to
funding. But [Ethiopia] didn’t provide genuine guarantees that the dam will not affect Egypt and has
shown no intention to amend the technical specifications to minimize the potential risks according to
the report by the international experts’ committee, which recommended reconsidering the dam’s
safety studies.”
On Feb. 6, Egypt’s minister of water resources and irrigation visited Italy, where he explained the
critical water situation in Egypt, the water problems that recur every year and Egyptian fears of the
dam’s impact on the country’s water security. Afterward, Egypt’s Ministry of Water said in a
statement, of which Al-Monitor has obtained a copy, that “the visit has achieved its goal. Italy has
understood Egyptian concerns.”
The Italian Salini Construction company is building the Renaissance Dam after it signed a contract
with the Ethiopian government in December 2010 worth 3.377 billion euros ($4.64 billion), with the
dam due to be completed in six years.
Al-Monitor spoke to a government source familiar with the file of the Nile Basin. “Egypt’s open move,
for the first time, and the visit by Italy’s irrigation minister has had an impact on Ethiopia, which
invited us for dialogue again on Feb. 11 in Addis Ababa. However, Ethiopia again stuck to its point of
view and rejected all confidence initiatives put forward by Egypt,” the source noted.
“Egypt will continue its international escalation and all options are open to us to protect our share of
the Nile waters. And this decision was made after exhausting all attempts at dialogue with Ethiopia.
Now visits are being planned to Norway, Sweden, the Netherlands and France. … We have also
contacted all international donors such as the World Bank and the African Development Bank to
demand they not give any technical support for the construction of the dam without making sure it
will not cause damage to Egypt,” the source said.
“A copy of the report by the international experts’ committee that was signed by Ethiopia was sent.
[The report] proves the existence of a potential risk to building the dam. But Ethiopia has not
committed to finding solutions to reduce these risks,” the source stressed.
During a news conference on Feb. 13 after the Egyptian delegation returned from Addis Ababa,
Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn said that his country will not back down from
building the Renaissance Dam. He noted that if Egypt wants to internationalize the issue and send it
to the United Nations, this will not help because there is no court specializing in arbitrating water

disputes, and Egypt has no choice but to negotiate and engage in dialogue to reach a solution
acceptable to everyone.
The water ministers of Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia met in Khartoum in three rounds of negotiations
last year on how to implement the recommendations of the experts’ report. But they did not reach a
clear agreement. Egypt insisted on sending foreign experts to follow up on how to implement the
report’s recommendations. Egypt also put forward an initiative to build confidence whereby Ethiopia
would provide guarantees to implement any new recommendations, but Ethiopia and Sudan rejected
that.
Egypt rejected participating in the ministerial meeting of the Eastern Nile Technical Regional Office
(ENTRO), which is affiliated with the Nile Basin Initiative held in Addis Ababa on Feb. 4. The Egyptian
Ministry of Irrigation said in an official statement, “We will not participate in the meeting in line with
the Egyptian position taken in 2010 to freeze our activities in the Nile Basin Initiative after the
unilateral signing of the Entebbe Convention by the Nile headwaters countries without reaching an
agreement on the contentious items and without recognizing the legitimacy of any decisions that
may be issued by ENTRO.”
For his part, Ambassador Gamal Bayoumi, the secretary-general of the Egyptian-European
partnership at the Ministry of International Cooperation, said in an interview with Al-Monitor, “The
issue of the Renaissance Dam has become very complex, and we have a state that is violating
international customs and traditions. Egypt’s moves now target all countries that provide technical
assistance for designing and building the Renaissance Dam through private contractors and also the
states likely to fund the construction of the dam. … Discussing this crisis during the visits of Marshal
[Abdel Fattah al-] Sisi and of the Russian foreign minister [Sergey Lavrov] has had a good effect
because Russia’s relations with Ethiopia are still good, and can be leveraged for the benefit of Egypt.”
Bayoumi asserted, “We are still at the stage of dialogue. And we are trying, as much as possible, to
attract Ethiopia to talk and negotiate. But [Ethiopia] is being stubborn and the impact of the dialogue
session broadcast during [former President Mohammed] Morsi’s era has clearly caused the collapse
of trust between Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia.”
Aside from the language of political escalation, there has been an increased state of anxiety within
the institutions concerned with studying the effects of the Renaissance Dam after
Al Jazeera broadcast a report from the dam’s site showing initial construction, showing that Ethiopia
is serious about building the dam.
The expert in the national committee to assess the effects of the Renaissance Dam, Alaa al-Zawahiri,
told Al-Monitor, “Despite the lack of detailed and specific information that can be analyzed, the
recording aired by Al Jazeera shows that concrete has started to be poured, which is the second
phase after laying soil for the base. According to the dam’s stated specifications, laying the soil
should be done over an area of 100 meters [328 feet], but there is no doubt that Ethiopia has
completed all the initial work first and has put part of the concrete on the surface to gain time and
impose a fait accompli on Egypt.”
“If this construction continues at that pace, there will be a fait accompli, and it will be difficult to
persuade the Ethiopian side to amend the dam’s specifications or height after that,” said Zawahiri.

Egypt’s moves are still constrained by its difficult internal transitional phase. It’s important for Egypt
to resolve its internal problems so that the water issue and the Renaissance Dam can return as a
political priority for the next president.
al-monitor.com
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Indonesia scores dam meeting again
Issues: February/March 2014

The Indonesian National Committee on Large Dams (INACOLD) has ousted India’s Agra and Sri
Lanka’s Colombo in the bid to host the 82nd Annual Meeting of the International Commission on
Large Dams (ICOLD) in June this year.

The win is the country’s second, with the last ICOLD annual meeting hosted in Jakarta back in 1986.

The 82nd Annual Meeting of ICOLD will take place at Bali Nusa Dua Convention Center from June 2 to
6. The event is expected to draw an attendance of 1,500 delegates, comprising mostly of dam
engineers and water resource professionals from 95 countries.

Adopting the theme, Dams in Global Challenging Environment, ICOLD’s programme will include a
conference, an exhibition, a symposium, workshops and technical tours of dam projects in Indonesia.

Susilowani Daud, managing director of Pacto Convex, the appointed PCO for the ICOLD gathering,
told TTGmice that eight different study tours would be arranged to showcase dams and power plants
in various Indonesian provinces, and visits to geographical, cultural and artistic sites across the
country would also be conducted.

The exhibition component of the 82nd Annual Meeting of ICOLD will see 110 industry participants
occupying a space of 2,200m².

Susilowani also shared that some 800 rooms at the 13 hotels close to the show grounds have been
booked for the event.

Commenting on INACOLD’s triumph, Basuki Hadimuljono, president of the association, said: “I
believe that through this important event we will be able to show the whole set of our experience in
implementing the country’s development and management of large dams…and water resources.” –
Mimi Hudoyo

Why aren’t we building more dams?
By Matt Weiser
mweiser@sacbee.com
Published: Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2014 - 12:00 am

Q: Why aren’t we building more dams to store more water, instead of wasting money on a
bullet train? – David LaChance, Oroville
A: First, a little history. There are thousands of dams in California, and most of the “good”
dam sites have already been taken. There are not a lot of places left with a narrow slot canyon
downstream of a large watershed. Most of the locations that remain require very large,
expensive dams that would not yield a lot of water. This makes the economics iffy.
In the 1990s, the now-defunct CalFed Bay Delta Program undertook a detailed study to search
for the best remaining dam sites across the state. It weighed topography, water yield, cost,
environmental risks and other factors. Four emerged as the most promising, and are now in
various stages of final study:
• Sites Reservoir in Colusa County, an “off-stream” reservoir filled from a canal diverting
Sacramento River water. Water yield: 470,000 to 640,000 acre-feet. Cost: $2 billion to 3
billion.
• Temperance Flat Reservoir, on the San Joaquin River east of Fresno. Water yield: 400,000
acre-feet. Cost: $1 billion to $1.4 billion.
• Raise Shasta Dam on the Sacramento River. Water yield: 265,000 to 634,000 acre-feet.
Cost: $900 million to $1.2 billion.
• Raise Los Vaqueros Dam in Contra Costa County. Water yield: 115,000 acre-feet. Cost:
$500 million.
Another proposal recently emerged to expand San Luis Reservoir near Los Banos. The dam
needs to be strengthened to withstand earthquakes. State and federal officials are considering
raising the dam 20 feet at the same time to create capacity for an additional 130,000 acre-feet
of water. Cost: $360 million.

Once the studies are done, the next challenge is paying for these projects. That will require an
act of Congress, a state bond measure, local tax increases, or all those things.
Submit your question for The Sacramento Bee’s water team.
Read more here: http://www.sacbee.com/2014/02/12/6149385/why-arent-we-building-moredams.html#storylink=cpy

Egypt plans dam-busting diplomatic
offensive against Ethiopia
Feb. 27, 2014 at 3:31 PM | 47 Comments
CAIRO, Feb. 27 (UPI) -- Egypt may be in the throes of political turmoil, but the government has begun
a diplomatic offensive aimed at stopping Ethiopia from building a huge hydroelectric dam on the Nile
River that Cairo says will be a disaster for the Arab world's most populous nation.
The military-backed administration began its effort to internationalize the thorny issue in hopes of
gathering support for its case against Ethiopia, where the Blue Nile rises in the northwestern
highlands, after bilateral negotiations deadlocked in January.
"The campaign initiated by Egypt ... aims to persuade the international community to reject the
dam's construction because it may lead to further conflict and instability in the region of the Nile
Basin," an Egyptian diplomatic source in Cairo told the Middle East's al-Monitor website Feb.19.
"More negotiations with Ethiopia only waste time and directly threaten Egypt's water security," said
the source, who declined to be named because of the sensitivity of the issue.
"We realized that Ethiopia doesn't want genuine solutions to end the crisis, but is only trying to
portray Egypt as approving of the dam's construction to facilitate access to the funding.
"But Ethiopia hasn't provided genuine guarantees the dam will not affect Egypt and has shown no
intention to amend the technical specifications to minimize the potential risks according to the
report by the international experts' committee, which recommended reconsidering the dam's safety
studies."
Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn said Feb. 13 that Addis Ababa will not back down on
the $4.8 billion Grand Renaissance Dam, which will be the largest in Africa.
He observed that since there's no international court specializing in arbitrating water disputes, Cairo
had no choice but to negotiate to reach a settlement acceptable to everyone.
Gamal Bayouni, secretary-general of the Egyptian-European partnership at the Ministry of
International Cooperation in Cairo, said Egypt now seeks to "target all countries that provide

technical assistance for designing and building the Renaissance Dam through private contractors and
also the states likely to fund to construction of the dam."
On Feb. 6, Egypt's minister of water resources and irrigation, Mohamed Abdul Muttalib, visited Italy,
considered to be Ethiopia's main technical supporter in building the dam.
Italy's Salini Construction Corp. is building the 6,000-megawatt facility on the Blue Nile, the main
tributary of the Nile that flows northward through nine African states to the Mediterranean.
The Blue Nile accounts for 85 percent of the Nile's water flow. It joins the White Nile, whose
headwaters lie in the East African highlands in Burundi.
Muttalib, who was accompanied by Egyptian Foreign Minister Nabil Fahmy, said after a series of
meetings that "the visit has achieved its goal. Italy has understood Egyptian concerns."
Egyptian sources say Muttalib's next trip will be to Norway, which is one of the countries funding the
dam project.
But it's not clear at this stage whether Egypt's diplomatic offensive will be able to secure enough
international support to influence Addis Ababa.
The Ethiopians consider the Renaissance Dam and the other dams they plan to build as a symbol of
national pride as they will produce electricity that will transform the economic prospects not only for
their country but for much of seriously under-developed East Africa as it stands on the cusp of a
major oil and gas boom.
For Cairo, maintaining the current flow of Nile water is a matter of national security.
Egypt's last two presidents, Hosni Mubarak, overthrown Feb. 11, 2011, and Mohamed Morsi of the
Muslim Brotherhood, ousted by the army July 3, 2013, both made thinly veiled threats to use military
force to uphold Egypt's current access to the waters of the world's longest river.
The current military regime in Cairo is focused, so far at least, on riding out the domestic political
turmoil and restoring stability amid a growing Islamist insurgency.
But it can't afford to let this issue slide. The Grand Renaissance Dam is to become operational in
2017.
Egypt, with its 84 million people totally dependent in the Nile for water, cites British agreements in
1929 and 1959 that guarantee it the lion's share of the water and a veto over upstream dam
construction.
But Ethiopia, along with Tanzania, Rwanda, Kenya and five other African states with growing
populations and mounting demands on agriculture, dismiss these accords as colonial relics.

Renaissance Dam: Is It Worth Building?

A historic moment, dreamed of for generations, became a reality on April 2, 2011, with the
announcement of the commencement of construction on the largest hydroelectric power dam in
Africa – the Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD). This 4.8 billion dollar project is taking place on
the Blue Nile River, in North western Ethiopia, in the Buamza Kebele of Benshangul Gumuz Regional
State – an area free from volcanic activities.
This 145 metre high and 1,780 metre long dam, with a 63 billion cubic metre reservoir – double the
size of Lake Tana – is being built by Salini Costruttori. Out of the 10,000Mw potential of the Blue Nile
River, the Dam will enable the nation to generate 6,000Mw – almost double the electricity of the
Aswan High Dam in Egypt.
As the reservoir is to be built in a deep gorge, minimising the water’s direct exposure to sunlight, the
estimated rate of evaporation loss from the dam’s reservoir is only around 1.7 billion cubic metres a
year. It is estimated that the GERD saves the loss of three billion cubic metres of water from
evaporation. Undoubtedly, Ethiopia has the legitimacy to utilise this water for irrigation purposes.
The increase in energy supply, from 2,000Mw to 8,000Mw – a 400pc increment – is indeed sizable for
the economy of Ethiopia. As much as energy is the raw material needed to fuel any country’s
economy growth, a reliable power supply could enable Ethiopia to make energy-intensive
manufacturing a major part of its economy.
A reliable and affordable source of energy, such as the GERD, is, therefore, fundamental not only for
our wellbeing, but also for our economic growth and poverty reduction. Many rural communities in
Ethiopia still do not have the associated benefits in health and quality of life provided by electrical
services, such as lighting and refrigeration.
Thus, it is expected that the construction of the dam and deployment of alternative energy
technologies could provide a solution for these areas. The availability of energy supply increases
school enrollment and healthcare services in the country also, as it facilitates the application of
modern technology in both sectors.
Ethiopia also aspires to be the green energy hub of East Africa. It has already signed contracts to sell
electricity to Kenya, Djibouti, South Sudan and Sudan. Consequently, the GERD will provide an
additional income of two million Euros in the sale of electricity to neighboring countries.
According to various studies, a unit percent increase in energy supply increases economic growth by
at least one percent. Therefore, when the GERD begins operations, the national economy will
increase by an additional four percent.
The Dam will be located in an area where there are no significant human settlements or economic
activities. The locality is sparsely populated. Yet, the reservoir will have a five kilometre buffer zone
to mitigate the risk of an increase in malaria.
In fact, the project is expected to have positive environmental and social impacts. It will make the
Sudanese dams free from siltation and floods, ensuring a regular and stable water flow throughout
the year and providing larger quantities of water, including through the reduction of evaporation.

The Dam could also further the political goal of national unification, in addition to the economic goals
of income generation and domestic electricity supply, thereby playing its own role in the national
development efforts. It has already brought development, including new roads, bridges and a clinic
at its site.
An increasing share of renewable energy in the energy mix of the country can also help to reduce the
environmental impacts associated with non-renewable ones and ensure the long-term availability of
energy supply. Without affordable and unlimited electric supply around the clock, no industrial
development can take place. This means that Ethiopia’s economic growth may be short-lived, unless
the country strives to produce clean hydroelectric energy.
The multitude impacts of the Dam also include helping Ethiopia to gain leverage in the course of its
diplomatic relations with the lower riparian states, including the various issues surrounding the River
Nile. Once the construction of the Dam is fully completed, its security is not going to be a headache
of the fair nation only. The various interested groups and countries will have a strong desire for its
wellbeing.
Obviously, the lower riparian states would be interested in avoiding the threat that a sudden break in
the billions of cubic metres of water will pose on the safety of their own societies. Of course,
uninterrupted supply of power supply from it is also another factor that would put them in a position
to wish and do their best for the safety of the Dam, as well as the political stability of Ethiopia.
The impacts of the upper hand that the nation gains as a result of owning this Dam also further
extends over the neighbouring countries waiting to be its direct or indirect beneficiaries. It is,
therefore, expected that the lower riparian and neighbouring nations will strengthen their
diplomatic relations and cooperation with Ethiopia, which will then be the power house of East
Africa.
Given all these real upshots of building and owning the GERD, would there still be people daring
enough to argue that the Blue Nile is not the source of hope, power, prosperity and pride for this fair
nation?
No political force – neither the incumbent nor the inconsiderate oppositions, in Ethiopia – ought to
be allowed to oppose Ethiopia’s national interests. Whatever form it takes, any deviation from it is
unacceptable.
Certainly, the ruling elite are observed consistently and rightly observing the national interest
without exception. This is in stark contrast to the majority of the opposition, which even fail to show
their unequivocal support to the undergoing construction of the GERD. This is true in spite of the fact
that it has a multitude of impacts on the lives of every citizen.
All these factors make me believe that the existence of a variance between the nature of Egypt’s
politics, wherein both sides of the political aisle do not compromise their national interest, and that
of Ethiopia. where the opposition consistently betrays the same due to the sensational nature of the
local political culture. Given the inappropriate nature of the opposition, I remain skeptical of their
capacity to properly run a government, even in a single regional state, let alone the whole nation.

Last but not least, given the degree of national optimism that accompanies the construction of the
GERD in Ethiopia, I believe this national effort is unstoppable. As long as Ethiopia is adopting a winwin approach in utilising the waters of the Nile, with all riparian countries and stakeholders, building
the Dam should not be worrisome.

BY TAGEL GETAHUN
HE IS A LAWYER. HE CAN BE CONTACTED AT TAGELGBEKELE@YAHOO.COM.
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There are various unfair ways in which India is dealing with Pakistan on water-sharing issue. The
important point is that water has the potential of becoming a new ‘core issue’ of even greater
prominence than Kashmir; it calls for urgent attention as equivalent to terrorism. Pakistan-India
relations in the previous decade have piercingly been affected by the crucial disputes on watersharing that now is being termed as conspiracy to barren Pakistan.
Although we will have primarily ourselves to blame in case of such an eventuality, as successive
governments in Islamabad have failed to raise and resolve crucial water issues, including this one,
that have arisen from time to time with India to the peril of Pakistan’s agriculture and economy.
Other than disagreeing with India on build-up of controversial reservoirs, Pakistan direly needs to
initiate networking with China, Nepal, Bangladesh and Afghanistan on water issue because India is
deliberately creating problems for all the countries of the region.
The Pakistani concern involves the rivers that flow into Pakistan through northern India, including the
disputed state of Jammu & Kashmir and the state of Punjab, both of which have been ideologically
divided between India and Pakistan since 1947.
After the creation of Pakistan in 1947, disagreements began to arise over sharing of river waters,
leading to the 1960 Indus Water Treaty: an attempt at a resolution brokered by the World Bank.
Though the treaty is perhaps the most enduring pact between the two nuclear powers, it is coming
under increasing strain.
Under the 1960 Indus Water Treaty, India is not permitted to build dams for the purpose of water
storage on the Indus, Chenab, and Jhelum rivers, but it is allowed to make limited use of their waters,

including developing run-of-the-river hydro electric power projects. India is required to provide
Pakistan with the technical details of any water project it wants to develop on these rivers.
There is growing feeling in Pakistan that while India is increasingly building dams on its western
rivers, it is simultaneously engaged in activities aimed at stopping Pakistan, the lower riparian, from
building storage dams on Pakistani rivers.
In the case of its upper riparian neighbour, Nepal, India has even deployed heavy artillery to partially
destroy dams which were being constructed by the Nepalese.
India’s water strategy thus boils down to construction of more and more dams on cross-boundary
Rivers inside its own territory while obstructing dams in lower-riparian neighbours and destroying
those in upper-riparian Nepal. Honorary vice-president of the International Commission on Large
Dams (ICOLD), Asif H Kazi in his column titled “Misusing the Indus Treaty” argues that: “Pakistan’s
farmlands have been deprived of the uses of the waters of three eastern rivers, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej.
The flows of these rivers were allocated to India under the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty. Authorities on
the subject accept that when rivers and canals in Pakistan’s demarcated area were classified as
Pakistan’s assets under the Partition Act, 1947, it meant only one thing: that these rivers and canals
were to continue to receive water in the same way as before. Under the treaty, Pakistan was to enjoy
the unrestricted use of the Indus, the Jhelum and the Chenab. However, exceptions were inserted as
annexure which allowed India to develop and use certain specified quantities of water of the three
western rivers as well”.
Annexure E established Indian storage limits on the western rivers, which add up to 3.6 MAF (million
acre feet). However, India deliberately followed a pattern of filling water behind Baglihar Dam
constructed on the Chenab River by impounding flows in the low-flow month of September, a clear
breach of the treaty which prescribes the filling period as being from June 21 to Aug 31.
Obviously, the foregoing was not the intent of the Indus Waters Treaty. And it is precisely for this
reason that Pakistan has been insisting that India adopt well-known dam design features, especially
for the outlets, which can easily ensure that the reservoir operators would not be able to manipulate
flows of the western rivers at their own sweet will. India is opposing this using as an excuse the need
for the prolongation of the reservoirs’ lifespan through sediment flushing.
Zahra (2011) argues that the “Paucity of direct communication between the two states has increased
the role of the media. The two nuclear neighbours are caught in a warp where the status quo in
bilateral relations vacillates between improvement and deterioration but does not sway beyond a
certain point-either way-so as to achieve anything decisive.”
Like yesterday’s National Assembly session, earlier in February 13, 2011 many members of Pakistan
National Assembly expressed great concern over the alleged violation of the Indus Water treaty by
India in building dams across rivers meant for Pakistan and warned of a possible war between the
two countries over this issue.
These threats of war are nothing new to India. Even before the treaty of 1960, late Suhrawardy as
prime minister threatened that Pakistan will go to war on the sharing of waters of the Indus. These

threats have been repeated periodically and so regularly by people at the political, military,
bureaucratic and technical levels that these threats have lost their meaning now.
At one point, one of the influential editors of the Urdu press, Majeed Nizami, went one step further
and threatened that Pakistan will have to go for a nuclear war over the river waters issue.
It should be conceded that the Indus Water Treaty has survived despite wars, near wars, acts of
terrorism and other conflicts that have bedevilled the relations between India and Pakistan. This has
been, as much acknowledged by many of the saner voices from Pakistan too.
Repeated Indian attempts in the past to find loopholes and technical flaws in the 50-year-old water
treaty that can be used to New Delhi’s advantage have hardly been helpful in easing tensions over
water-sharing between the two neighbours.
If Pakistan and India had normal trustful relations, there would be a mutually-verified monitoring
process which would assure that there is no change in the flows going to Pakistan. In an even more
ideal world, India could increase low-flows during the critical planting season, with significant benefit
to Pakistani farmers and with very small impacts on power generation in India.
India has on more than one occasions attempted to violate its spirit if not its letter, by seeking
loopholes and technical flaws that can be used to its advantage. But in all this, there is also another
message. The interests of the two countries are so closely linked, that they can be protected only by
establishing closer ties. A failure to do so will bring only more episodes of discord, over river water,
over dams, over toxic dumping in drains and over illegal border crossings.
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L’Ethiopie va renégocier avec l’Egypte, son
projet de barrage sur le Nil
par: Apa publié le : 25/02/2014 à 20:02 39 vues dans: Afrique
Le ministre éthiopien de l’Hydraulique et de l’irrigation, Alemayehu Tegenu, a déclaré que son pays
collaborait avec le Soudan pour reprendre le dialogue avec l’Egypte au sujet de l’utilisation des eaux
communes du fleuve Nil.
Tegenu qui s’exprimait mardi à Addis-Abeba, a confié aux journalistes qu’il recherchait un appui au
niveau de la région pour son projet dénommé ‘Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam’ (Grand barrage de
la renaissance éthiopienne, GERD) d’un coût estimé à 4,7 milliards de dollars et qui est actuellement
réalisé à près de 34%.

Il a précisé que les pourparlers avec les voisins de l’Ethiopie au sujet d’un rapport du groupe
d’experts internationaux sur les effets du GERD sur les pays en aval étaient en bonne voie quand
l’Egypte décida de quitter la table des négociations.
Il a indiqué qu’au bout du compte, le barrage serait bénéfique pour les trois pays riverains du Nil et
ne ferait pas de mal aux pays en aval, comme l’avait fait croire le rapport des experts.
Le barrage éthiopien sur le Nil, près de la frontière avec le Soudan, considéré comme étant l’un des
projets hydroélectriques les plus imposants au monde, va arroser 1.680 km² de forêt dans le nordouest de l’Ethiopie (une zone quatre fois plus vaste que la superficie du Caire) et déplacer près de
20.000 personnes.
Une fois réalisé, le projet devrait également créer un réservoir de près de 70 milliards de mètres
cubes d’eau, soit l’équivalent du flux annuel du Nil bleu, le long de la frontière soudanaise, avec une
capacité attendue de 6.000 mégawatts.
Le projet a cependant causé quelques clapotis entre l’Ethiopie et l’Egypte, avec l’ex-dirigeant
égyptien destitué, Mohammed Morsi, qui menaçait de déclarer la guerre à Addis-Abeba pour
protéger les intérêts de son pays dans le Nil.
Morsi avait déclaré que l’Egypte tirait du fleuve Nil, plus de 80% de l’eau qu’elle utilisait.
Les menaces de l’Egypte d’user de la force avaient ralenti l’exécution du projet dont la fin des travaux
était prévue pour 2017.
Copyright : © APA
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Powering up with 5 new dams
By SHAREN KAUR | sharen@mediaprima.com.my

INCREASING CAPACITY: SEB will invest up to RM10b on hydroelectric projects in central and northern
Sarawak next year
SARAWAK Energy Bhd (SEB) plans to build five hydrolectric dams with a total 3,110-megawatt (MW) capacity and invest up to
RM10 billion next year.

The state-owned entity has called for companies to submit prequalification applications to develop the dams.

The dams being planned are Balleh (1,200MW) and Pelagus (410MW) in the upper Rejang River basin in central Sarawak,
where the Bakun and Murum dams are sited; and Baram (1,200MW), Limbang 1 & 2 (200MW) and Lawas (100MW) in northern
Sarawak.

Sources said the company has not finalised which projects will be implemented first. However, they said there is a high
chance that the Baram and Balleh hydroelectric dams will be built first.

The two projects alone will cost RM7 billion to RM8 billion, said a source.

"SEB is calling for companies to submit prequalification applications so that when it calls for tenders, it will have a list of
qualified contractors," he said.

The source said tenders may be called later this year but that would depend on many factors, including economic, financial,
weather and demand for power.

The pre-qualification applications are for main civil works (dam and spillway) and electrical and mechanical works (powerhouse
civil works). Advertisements were placed last week in several newspapers to attract local and foreign participation.

Foreign players have to form a consortium or joint venture with locally-incorporated companies to qualify for the process.

The applications close on April 14.

SEB wants companies that have either completed similar packages for at least one major hydroelectric project worth more
than RM1 billion or are undertaking one that is worth more than RM2 billion.

SEB, which was delisted from Bursa Malaysia in 2010 after it was taken private by the Sarawak government, aims to increase
its installed hydro-power capacity to 6,000MW by next year.

The company's only hydroelectric project is Murum dam, which is being constructed by Chinese dam builder Sinohydro and
supervised by Three Gorges Corp.

http://www.zawya.com/story/Water_reserves_of_Tehrans_dams_decreases_by_34ZAWYA20140224062625/

Water reserves of Tehran's dams decreases
by 34%
The total volume of the water in Iranian Tehran province's five reservoirs dam
currently stand at 402 million cubic meters which indicates a decrease of 34 percent
compared to the same period of last year, Iranian ISNA news agency reported on Feb.
21.

The dam reservoirs' input during the current crop year (started in September 22, 2013) has reached
some 277 million cubic meters, which indicates a 15 percent decrease compared to the same period
last year.
Water input to Taleqan, Mamlou, Karaj and Latyan dams has decreased by 19, 21, 25 and 30 percent
respectively during the current crop year compared to the preceding year, the report said.
While water input to Lar dam has increased by 35 percent during the period compared to the same
period of the last crop year.
For the time being, water reserves of Lar (14 million cubic meters), Taleqan (155 million cubic
meters), Mamlou (116 million cubic meters), Karaj (91 million cubic meters) and Latyan (27 million
cubic meters) dams stand at 1, 37, 46, 50 and 35 percent of their total capacity respectively.
The current volume of water reserves in the mentioned dams indicate a decrease by 41, 65, 24, 20,
42 percent respectively compared to the last year.
In October, 2013 Iranian PANA news agency quoted the Managing Director of Tehran Water and
Wastewater Company Mohammad Parvaresh as saying that Iran's capital city faces a 40 million cubic
meter water shortage.
According to the reports, Tehran experienced water interruptions for a few hours in some areas in
late July.
Water shortages have always been a pressing problem in Iran. The country is located in an arid zone
and over the past 40 years has repeatedly faced drought. The drought of 1992-2002 caused
considerable damage to agriculture and quotas for fresh water were applied in some cities including
Tehran.
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Army Corp of Engineers says it will
renovate aging hydroelectric dams across
Middle Tennessee

http://projects.registerguard.com/apf/sci/tn-dam-generators/

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Nashville District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers plans a $1 billion
project to improve hydroelectric generators at dams in the region.
The Tennessean (http://tnne.ws/1h8Lmlr) reports work could begin this year at the Center Hill Dam
near Smithville, where plans call for three aging generators to be renovated.
Jamie James, a program manager for the district, says the refurbished generators will mean that
more low-cost energy is on the market.
"More efficient generation equates to lower costs," James said.
After work on the generators at Center Hill Dam is completed, crews will begin renovating generators
at the Old Hickory Dam near Nashville.
The generators are being worked on one at a time so that there won't be a big effect in its ability to
supply energy to the power grid. The entire project is expected to take about 20 years.
"The goal of what we do — and even the pace that we're doing these — is to maintain the low cost
of the electricity and avoid anything that's going to contribute to a rate increase," James said.
Most of the dams were built more than five decades ago. James said the generators are designed to
have a useful life of about 35 years.
"Even with the best care, electrical equipment gets old," James said. "We are well past the design life
of these units."
The project should give the generators 30 to 40 more years of life.
Hydroelectric power is the cheapest source of energy compared with sources such as coal, nuclear
and natural gas. The Army Corps sells its power to an intermediary and some of it is purchased by the
Tennessee Valley Authority, which provides energy for much of Middle Tennessee.
David Mistakovich, the district's chief of hydropower, says the work will also allow the generators to
provide more aeration to the water, which will reduce the environmental impact.

Le Congo et la SFI signent un accord sur la
construction du barrage de Sounda
Par journaldebrazza.com - Source: Xinhua - 10/02/2014
La signature de cet accord a été annoncée le 8 février 2014 à Brazzaville, par le ministre congolais
de l'Aménagement du territoire, Jean Jacques Bouya

Le ministre congolais de l'Aménagement du territoire, Jean Jacques Bouya, a annoncé le 8 février
2014, avoir signé un protocole d'accord avec la Société financière internationale (SFI, filiale de la
Banque Mondiale), pour la construction du barrage hydroélectrique de Sounda, d'une puissance de
1000 Mégawatts (Mw). "Dans le cadre du développement des potentialités hydro-énergétiques de
notre pays, il y a là-aussi, un protocole d'accord signé entre la Société financière internationale et la
République du Congo, pour mettre en œuvre, un concept clair pour la construction du barrage hydro
électrique de Sounda", a déclaré le ministre, lors d'une conférence de presse à l'issue du forum
international "Build Africa" sur les infrastructures en Afrique.

Le barrage de Sounda, dans le département du Kouilou, au sud du Congo, est un vieux projet des
autorités congolaises qui reste toujours suspendu. L'ancien président congolais, Pascal Lissouba,
avait déjà posé la première pierre pour sa construction. Les Sud-Africains s'étaient déjà portés
candidats à la construction de ce grand barrage qui compterait parmi les plus importants en Afrique
et ferait du Congo un exportateur de l'énergie électrique.
Selon le ministre Bouya, le forum Build Africa, basé sur le thème des infrastructures, "s'est montré
comme une plateforme d'affaires" et "de façon spontanée". Le ministre Bouya a aussi annoncé: "la
création d'un Fonds d'investissement dédié à la promotion de la chaîne de valeur dans des projets
agro-industriels, pour une capacité d'investissement de 100 millions de dollars".
Le Forum Build Africa, qui se tient tous les deux ans à Brazzaville, a réuni du 6 au 7 février, plus de
1.000 experts, industriels, chefs d'entreprises, et des personnalités politiques, dont les anciens
présidents sénégalais et mexicain, Abdoulaye Wade et Vincente Fox, et la Commissaire chargée des
infrastructures de l'Union Africaine (UA), Mme Elham M. A Ibrahim.

